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OP END
T
& KIMBERLEY
MUSIC TOUR

with John Howie

1 to 13 June 2023
Darwin, Kakadu, Katherine,
Kunanurra (Ord River region; Lake Argyle)
Wyndham, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby, Broome

• Transport by Luxury Coach
• Excellent Accommodation Throughout

OP END
T
& KIMBERLEY
MUSIC TOUR

with John Howie
This tour is a wonderful opportunity to visit
one of the most beautiful and distinctive
regions of Australia. There will be many
musical highlights, including
local performers and fun-filled
informal music sessions with
John Howie & Gill Delaney.

DAY 1 Thursday June 1, 2023

Highlights:
• Outstanding outback places and outback scenery
• Darwin, including Mindil Beach Sunset Market
• Kakadu National Park
• Katherine Gorge
• Lake Argyle and Ord River
• Bungle Bungles scenic flight (optional)
• Geikie Gorge
• Broome
• Fabulous aboriginal rock art
• 4 lake/river/billabong cruises
• A feast of great Aussie music & bush poetry

Darwin

Tour group members will be met at Darwin Airport around mid-day/early
afternoon. Enjoy a short coach tour of Darwin’s CBD area. Darwin is a
colourful and surprisingly large modern city. It has a very cosmopolitan
‘feel’ to it, with people from all around the world, including many of
Aboriginal & Asian descent. Following the tour we check into our hotel,
located on the esplanade overlooking the Timor Sea. Evening: Enjoy
Darwin’s famous Mindil Beach Sunset Market, which features fabulous
food & craft stalls and buskers/musical performances. Join the crowd on
the beach, to watch Darwin’s fabulous sunset. Overnight: DoubleTree by
Hilton Esplanade Hotel, Darwin.

DAY 2 Friday June 2, 2023

Darwin

Morning: Comprehensive sightseeing coach tour of Darwin, including
the Botanic Gardens and East Point Reserve (entry into Darwin Harbour).
Visit the excellent Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory.
Cyclone Tracey, which devastated Darwin in 1974, is chillingly re-enacted
inside the museum’s ‘Black Room’. The museum also has a spectacular
display of boats, canoes and other watercraft (that connected northern
Australia with other lands for hundreds of years), and a wonderful display
of local fauna (butterflies; lizards; frogs; snakes; marsupials, etc.). Also
visit historic Fannie Bay Gaol (Darwin’s main gaol from 1883 to 1979)
and the excellent Darwin Military Museum. Evening: Dinner and live local
music at one of Darwin’s best music venues; e.g., the Darwin Railway club
or Silks Darwin restaurant (at Darwin Racecourse). (B,D)

DAY 3 Saturday June 3, 2023

Kakadu

Morning: Depart Darwin and travel to Kakadu National Park, one of
Australia’s most impressive environmental wonderlands. It includes
a variety of superb landscapes, swarms with wildlife and has some of
Australia’s best Aboriginal rock art. Afternoon: Visit the Ubirr region of
Kakadu N.P. Ubirr is home to some of Kakadu’s most famous rock art.

Evening: After dinner enjoy a fun-filled singalong/music session with
John Howie and Gill Delaney. Overnight: Mercure Kakadu Crocodile
Hotel, Jabiru. (B,D)

DAY 4 Sunday June 4, 2023

Kakadu

Today we visit the Burrungui (Nourlangie Rock) region of Kakadu N.P.
See amazing examples of Aboriginal rock art. Also visit a lookout that
provides impressive views of Kakadu’s escarpment and the vast wetlands
below. Afternoon: Visit the Warradjan Aboriginal Cultural Centre for an
insight into the significance of the park for its traditional owners. Then
enjoy a guided cruise on Kakadu’s Yellow Water Billabong, giving you a
unique opportunity to experience this beautiful area and its amazing
wildlife. Evening: After dinner John Howie will host an Aussie bush poetry
session. Please join in and recite your favourite bush poems. (B,L,D)

DAY 5 Monday June 5, 2023

Katherine

Depart Kakadu and travel to Katherine. Stop in the township of Pine
Creek, for lunch and refreshments. On arrival in Katherine enjoy a
panoramic coach tour. Katherine is a bustling town that sits on the banks
of the Katherine River, the first permanent watercourse north of Alice
Springs. Mid-afternoon: You may like to visit the Katherine Hot Springs, a
perfect place to relax and take a refreshing dip. Evening: Enjoy Marksie’s
Stockman’s Camp Tucker Night. This event provides a fabulous camp
oven bush tucker meal, plus lots of yarns, and some songs from one of
the excellent local country singers; e.g., Tom Curtain, Katie Oliver, Ericka
Howard. Please note: Marksie (Geoff Mark) is planning to retire at the end
of 2022. He is hoping a suitable person will continue to operate this very
successful dinner/event. Overnight: Knotts Crossing, Katherine. (B,D)

Evening: Enjoy an informal music/singalong/bush poetry session with
John Howie & Gill Delaney. Please join in. This is your chance to sing, play
an instrument, or recite one of your favourite bush poems. (B)

DAY 10 Saturday June 10, 2023

Katherine Gorge

DAY 6 Tuesday June 6, 2023

Katherine

Morning: Enjoy a cruise on Nitmiluk (Katherine) Gorge (a deep gorge
carved through ancient sandstone by the Katherine River). The Gorge is
located in Nitmiluk National Park and is one of the most spectacular sights
in Australia’s outback, with 13 impressive gorges, some with walls more
than 70m high. Afternoon: Visit the Katherine Museum, containing an
interesting collection of artefacts, photographs & pioneer memorabilia,
including early ‘flying doctor’ Dr. Clyde Fenton’s De Havilland Gypsy Moth
plane, used in his pioneering aero-medical work in the 1930s. Evening:
Enjoy a fun-filled singalong session with John Howie & Gill Delaney. (B)

DAY 7 Wednesday June 7, 2023

Kununurra

Fitzroy Crossing

After breakfast our tour coach will take us west along the Great Northern
Highway to Halls Creek, the site of Western Australia’s first Gold Rush,
where there will be a break for lunch. After lunch we travel to the small
town of Fitzroy Crossing, on the Fitzroy River, where we will spend the
night. Evening: Enjoy a performance by excellent Fitzroy Crossing-based
singer-songwriter, Patrick Davies. Overnight: Fitzroy River Lodge, Fitzroy
Crossing. (B,D)

DAY 11 Sunday June 11, 2023

Broome

Morning: After breakfast enjoy a fabulous Geikie Gorge Cruise. Created
over 350 million years ago, at a time when sea levels were higher,
Geikie Gorge was once a submersed coral reef. Now that sea levels have
dropped, the reef has been carved into a spectacular gorge by the waters
of the mighty Fitzroy River. After the cruise we depart Fitzroy Crossing
and travel to Broome. On the way we visit the town of Derby, located on
the edge of King Sound. Derby has the highest tides in Australia, with a
difference (between low & high tides) of 11.8 metres (39 feet). Broome
is an exotic resort town, on the north-west coast of WA, with a colourful
history arising from the pearl industry and the great pastoral stations
of the west Kimberley region. Evening: A free night for you to relax in
Broome. Overnight: Oaks Broome Hotel. (B)

Today we cross the border into Western Australia and travel to Kununurra,
the Kimberley’s eastern gateway. Kununurra is a lively and pleasant
modern town that is the centre of the ambitious Ord River irrigation
scheme. Afternoon: Travel to Lake Argyle, the largest man-made lake in
the southern hemisphere. Enjoy a fabulous Sunset Cruise on Lake Argyle.
Evening: Dinner at our hotel. Overnight: Hotel Kununurra. (B,D)

DAY 8 Thursday June 8, 2023

Kununurra

Morning: Sightseeing tour of Kununurra and surrounding agricultural
region, with local guide. Then, back into town for free time and lunch.
Afternoon: Travel to Wyndham, the oldest and northernmost town in
the Kimberley region. Take in spectacular views of the Cambridge Gulf,
from Five Rivers Lookout. After returning to Kununurra have dinner
(own expense) at the Pumphouse Restaurant. This excellent restaurant,
beautifully located on the banks of Lake Kununurra, is housed in a
converted Pump House, and the large pumps have become a central part
of the restaurant’s decor. (B)

DAY 9 Friday June 9, 2023

Kununurra

Today you can choose to have a free day in Kununurra or go on an optional
scenic flight over the East Kimberley region, including the spectacular
Bungle Bungle range area (Purnululu National Park) and/or the stunning
Cambridge Gulf-Kimberley Coast area, north of Kununurra. One option
is a 2 hour flight over the Bungle Bungles. Another option is an 8 hour
excursion that includes a flight from Kununurra that lands at Purnululu
N.P., allows you to go on a guided walk into the Bungle Bungles, then
flies you back to Kununurra. See information on back page of brochure,
for various flight options. The Bungle Bungle range covers over 3000 sq
km and is an amazing spectacle, consisting of a huge number of brightly
striped conical, beehive-shaped stone towers crowding the landscape.

Geikie Gorge

DAY 12 Monday June 12, 2023

Broome

Morning: Enjoy a sightseeing coach tour of Broome. See Cable Beach,
Chinatown and the iconic Sun Pictures building (historic picture theatre
made of corrugated iron). At the southern end of Cable Beach visit
Gantheaume Point (at low tide, dinosaur footprints are visible in the
rocks). We will also visit the picturesque Japanese Cemetery. Afternoon:
After a lunch break, and free time in the centre of town, you may like
to enjoy the optional Willie Creek Pearl Farm Tour (learn about cultured
pearl farming). The tour includes a boat ride on the beautiful azure
waters of Willie Creek, to view live oysters suspended in their natural
environment. See further information on back page of brochure. Evening:
Enjoy a special End of Tour Dinner, including musical entertainment
by one of Broome’s best country, folk or jazz bands. (B,AfternoonTea
[atWillieCreekPearlFarm] D)

DAY 13 Tuesday June 13, 2023

Departure

After breakfast tour members will be transferred to Broome airport to
join flights to their home cities. (B)

Lake Argyle

Cable Beach, Broome

John Howie – tour manager

Gill Delaney – assistant tour manager

John, along with his twin brother, Graeme, is part of The
Howie Brothers, one of Australia’s leading country music
/ easy listening acts. John plays several instruments and
is a keen songwriter. He has been organising and leading
world-wide music tours & music cruises for over 25 years.

Gill Delaney (accordion/ukulele/mouth organ player from Wangaratta)
has played in dance bands most of her life, and knows a million tunes!
She will join the tour as an assistant tour leader & musician (as long as
we get a reasonable number of bookings), and will be involved in lots
of fun-filled informal music sessions with the tour group.
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Not included in the price:
• Flights are not included.

with John Howie
1 to 13 June 2023
Tour Price
Twin-share, per person
Single supplement

•
•
•

$ 6,395
$ 1,395

•
•

Accommodation at Fitzroy Crossing: At least some of our
accommodation at the Fitzroy River Lodge will be in luxury Safari
Tents. (Some tour group members may be in motel rooms, and some
in Safari Tents.) The Safari Tents have solid floors; metal roof; canvas
sides; shaded timber deck; en-suite facilities with hot water; tea/coffee
making facilities; no TV. If you would like to see what the Safari Tent
accommodation looks like, go to the Fitzroy River Lodge website.

Included in the tour price:
• Accommodation in well-located hotels and motels with private facilities
where available throughout the tour.

• Hotel taxes and service charges.
• Daily breakfast; 7 dinners, 1 lunch (as indicated by B, L & D) and
•
•
•
•

Please contact one of our friendly
consultants for a quote 1800 630 343.
Travel insurance.
Meals and drinks not specified in the itinerary.
Sightseeing flights over the East Kimberley/Bungle Bungle region
and/or the Cambridge Gulf/Kimberley coast region.
Willie Creek Pearl Farm tour, Broome.
Sightseeing and general expenses not specified in the itinerary.
Additional travel arrangements not in the detailed itinerary.

approximately 8 –10 ‘roadside’ morning and afternoon teas, provided
‘from the coach’.
Entry to all sightseeing attractions mentioned in the itinerary, except for
those marked optional.
Entry to all music performances specifically mentioned in the itinerary.
Tour leadership by John Howie, of The Howie Brothers, and Gill Delaney,
including the organisation of excellent musical entertainment (& bush
poetry) most nights of the tour.
Travel in first-class chartered coach.

Optional Willie Creek Pearl Farm Tour, Broome: If you wish to go on this
very interesting tour you would be picked up in the centre of Broome
about mid-day. You would travel the 38 kms to the Willie Creek Pearl
Farm in their coach. They would bring you back to Broome about 4.30pm
and drop you off at our hotel. Current prices: Adult: $129. Seniors: $107.
Please regard these prices as approximate as prices could increase
slightly for 2023. If you would like to go on the Willie Creek Pearl Farm
Tour, please tick the appropriate tick box on the tour booking form.

Optional Sightseeing Flights from Kununurra
Two of the aviation companies offering sightseeing flights of the Kimberley region are Aviair and Kimberley Air Tours.
Aviair offers:
- a 2 hour flight over the Bungle Bungle region. Adult: $475. Senior: $455.
(2023 prices).
- an 8 hour flight over the Bungle Bungle region. Also the plane lands and you
go for a walk into the Bungle Bungles. Adult: $899. Senior: $879. (2023 prices).
- ‘Colours of the Cockburn’ flight. Flight over the Wyndham/El Questro region.
1 hr 15 mins. $330 (2023 price).

Kimberley Air Tours offers:
- 2 hour Bungle Bungle Range/Lake Argyle/Ord River Irrigation flight.
Adult: $415. Senior: $395. (2022 prices).
Regard these prices as being approximate. If you would like to go on one
of these sightseeing flights, please tick the appropriate tick box on the tour
booking form.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited and it is important that all tour
participants have a level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in this activity without the need of assistance from others.

TOUR COSTS: The tour’s costs are based on transport, accommodation costs and
entrance costs at 1 June 2022. Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any of
these factors change, giving any passenger that has booked the right to withdraw
with full refund of monies paid or modify arrangements. No alterations to costings
will be made within 60 days of departure.
DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS: A deposit of $500 per passenger is required at the
time of booking. Full payment will be required 60 days before departure. A 1.5%
administration charge will be added to payment by Visa, Mastercard and Amex.
CANCELLATIONS: Cancellations within 60 days of departure will result in the
loss of all monies paid. Cancellation outside 60 days from departure will result in a
cancellation fee of $500 per person. Travel insurance is recommended to cover the
costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.
ACCOMMODATION: Accommodation is generally of a high standard, however
there are a couple of nights where the accommodation is more basic, as to be
expected in the outback.
MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS: The tour has been costed on the basis of a
minimum number of passengers having booked 60 days prior to departure.
Travelrite reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of all monies
paid or offer arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modified cost if the
minimum number is not achieved.
REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements which do not allow for any refunds
in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals or other services not utilised after
the tour has commenced.
BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for 1 piece free baggage allowance.
DELAYS AND UNFORESEEN EVENTS: You engage Travelrite International to book
this tour on your behalf and you acknowledge that Travelrite International acts
as your agent for the purpose of making contracts between you and the various

providers of accommodation, transportation and other services that comprise the
tour. Travelrite International may without reference to you provide or make available
to you, or may as your agent engage any third party to provide or make available
to you, any good or service which Travelrite International reasonably believes is
necessary for your benefit to maintain the tour itinerary, repatriate you or otherwise
accommodate, transport or sustain you in circumstances in which the tour itinerary
fails wholly or partly for any reason. You appoint Travelrite International your
attorney for this purpose. You agree to pay Travelrite International any cost thereof
and you indemnify Travelrite International in respect of any cost it incurs in this
regard. Travelrite International advises you to obtain travel insurance generally
including in respect of the risk that any such good or service may become required.
RESPONSIBILITY: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. is the tour organiser. Travelrite
International acts only as agents in making of arrangements with carriers,
hoteliers and others for the tour. As a result we cannot accept liability for any act or
omission whatsoever, whether negligent or otherwise of those carriers, hoteliers
or other persons providing services in connection with the tour over whom we
have no direct or exclusive control. We do not accept responsibility for any injury,
damage, loss, delay, change of schedule or any other events which are beyond
our direct control, such as, but not limited to, war, flood, fire, civil disturbance,
acts of God, acts of government, or any other authorities, terrorism, accidents to
or failure of machinery or equipment, or industrial action. The passage contract
in use by the carriers concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract
between the transportation companies or firms and the purchasers of these tours
and the passengers. Baggage is at own risk throughout the tour. The contract shall
be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Victoria and any legal
action must be undertaken in the State of Victoria.
TRAVEL VACCINATION POLICY: The wellbeing of our guests is our top priority.
All guests booked to travel with Travelrite International are required to be fully
vaccinated against COVID-19, which may include a booster shot to keep it current
and valid. COVID Protocols: Tour group members will be required to undertake a
temperature check each morning. Tour group members must agree to take a RAT

test, if requested by a tour manager, with a tour manager to be present for the
RAT test and result.
HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by completing a booking form and
sending it with a deposit of $500 per person to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103

Further information can be obtained by telephoning

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 9836 2522
Email: sales@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au

www. musictours.com.au

ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International Pty Ltd
(ABN 64 005 817 078) is a well-established travel company which has
been marketing throughout Australia for over 36 years and operating
in Victoria for 40 years. It is accredited with IATA. As such it directly
represents the major airlines of the world and all major domestic
and international hotel, tour and transport operators. Travelrite
International Pty Ltd is a full member of the Australian Federation of
Travel Agents – AFTA.

HOWKIM23 – GLG0855

TOUR OPERATOR: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. (A.C.N. 005 817 0781) is the
tour operator.

